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History of the Office of the National Coordinator for Health IT

• Established in 2004 by Executive Order from President Bush

• Codified in Statute in the HITECH Act 2009, part of ARA

» Coordinating & Convening Role across the Federal Government

» Voluntary Certification of EHRs

– CMS partnership

– Meaningful Use, MACRA

» Promote Adoption & Use of EHR’s

• Priorities identified in 21st Century Cures Act
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ONC “In a Nutshell”

• ONC focuses on the Administration’s 

priority of building a health system that 

delivers value and maximizes the 

promise of health IT.

• Specifically, we use all of our levers to 

accelerate individuals’ ability to access 

and send their health information so 

they can shop for and coordinate care.
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A Focus on 21st Century Cures

ONC is fully focused on the two 21st Century Cures Act’s priorities of increasing nationwide 
interoperability and improving usability/reducing clinician burden.

» Our work on interoperability includes:

– Rulemaking to advance proposals for open, accessible application 
programming interfaces (APIs) without special effort.

– Rulemaking will also identify behaviors not considered to be 
information blocking to support OIG’s enforcement of Cures’ 
information blocking provisions.

– Advancement of a Trusted Exchange Framework & Common 
Agreement to set common principles, terms, and conditions that 
facilitate trust between disparate health information networks.

» Our work on usability includes:

– Working closely with the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) to reduce administrative and reporting burden 
among clinicians.
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ONC Resources

• Health IT Certification Resources

» 2015 Certification Criteria - https://www.healthit.gov/topic/certification-ehrs/2015-edition

» Certified health IT product list - https://chpl.healthit.gov/

• Interoperability Standards Advisory - https://www.healthit.gov/isa/

https://www.healthit.gov/topic/certification-ehrs/2015-edition
https://chpl.healthit.gov/
https://www.healthit.gov/isa/


Challenge: Current complexity of connecting Health IT networks

CURRENT PROLIFERATION 

OF AGREEMENTS

Many organizations have to join 
multiple Health Information 

Networks, and the HINs do not 
share data with each other.

Trusted exchange must be 
simplified in order to scale.

Each line color on the map represents 
a different network. There are well 

over 100 networks in the U.S.

7



Solution: Trusted Exchange Framework: Definition and Goals

The Trusted Exchange Framework is a set of common principles, terms, and 
conditions that facilitate trust between disparate health information networks. 

It will be maintained and updated by ONC. 

Provide a single 
“on-ramp” to 

interoperability 
for all

Support 
nationwide 

scalability and 
sustainability

Foster market 
competition on 

data services
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Trusted Exchange Network Permitted Purposes
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Health IT Challenges: Clinician Burden

• 2015 Study – Conclusion: “Burnout and satisfaction with work-life balance in US physicians worsened 

from 2011 to 2014. More than half of US physicians are now experiencing professional burnout.”



Health IT Challenges: Cybersecurity



Health IT Future Directions: Application Programming Interface (API)

• Required by 2015 Certification 

criteria

• Will allow more seamless access to 

data currently residing in EHRs

• APIs generally being built on HL7 

FHIR Standard

• Tremendous potential for improved 

data interoperability

• ONC hosting P2 FHIR Task Force

• HL7 DaVinci Project



Health IT Future Directions: Patient Centric HIT 

• Health data belongs to the patient

• More easily shop for care by 

accessing and sharing their 

electronic record as allowed under 

HIPAA.

• Innovative and disruptive 

applications hold potential to put 

more health data directly under the 

patient’s control
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